HE yew tree, which is closely as-
sociated with the oldest British
traditions, is not numerous in
Washington, but there are a

few specimens in the Botanic Garden
and in the White House grounds,
though the specimens which are per-
haps best situated for convenient ex-
amination by tourists as well as by

‘Washingtonlans are [n the grounds of
the Department of Agrictulture.

After passing through the long and
Interesting :rcade of ghinko trees
which shade the maln north and south
drive of the agricultural grounds you
come to a semi-circular lawn orna-
mented by two flower circles gay at
this season with the bloom of red
geranlums and vellow cannas. The
carrfage or the auto drive passes
around this lawn, but the footwalk
lead= through it to the red sandstone
wall surmounted by an iron balustrade,
each panel post of which is topped with
&n urn. The footwalk strikes the mid-
dle of this barrier and five stone steps
lead through it.

Near the top of this short flight of
steps leading from the lower to the
upper lawn are four trees. Two which
flank the walk leading te the old brick
building are specimens of the Chinese
arbor vitae, and flanking them at a dis-
tance of a few yard= are twe of the
trees which are rare in Washington.
A faded and murh worn label gives the
information that they are Irish yews,
or Taxus baceata. A good many per-
sons, mainly strangers in the city. stop
to look at these trees. They are yet
only about ten feet tall, but thev are
quite Thick for that height and in form
they are svmmetrical.

*
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The British vews belonz to a series
of rather closely related forms that ex-
tend round the world in the northern
hemisphere, crossing the equator only
in the region of the East Indies. An
authority on the yew tree has said:
“The best known and most widely
planted form is the English vew of the
British Isles and northern Europe,
where It has been intimately associated
with the life of the people as shown in
their customs, folk lore and literature
from the earliest historic times. It was
used in the earliest efforts at formal
decorative planting and its fine dark
evergreen follage, hardiness. long life
and capacity to endure abuse in the
form of pruning and shearing have
maintained for it a prominent place in
the favor of gardeners down to the
present. The moist, cool climate of
England and Ireland is very favorable
to its growth and longevity. and the
Fotheringal vew was fifty-seven feet
fn circumference, and its stump showed
an 2ge of something like 3.000 vears

The wood of the vew is tough. hard
and finely colored. It takes a fine pol-
ish and is prized for carving and cabi-
net work, as well as being extremely
resistant to decay and well suited to
exposure to the weather. It was the
favorite wood of early British for the
making of bows and. in f-et. it was
preferred for such use by all the races
of naorthern Europe before the intro-
duction, and for some time after the
introduction, of firearms.

There are American forms of yew
The Pacific coast yvew, sometimes called
“mountain mahogany,” is a fine tree,
reaching its maximum development In
Oregon. There is an Alaskan yew
whieh the Alaskan Indians use for
bows, spear shafts and paddles.

One of the many stories about the
yew tree is that In the old days it used
fo be planted in the shadow of the
churches. so that the British might cut
their national weapon from ground hal-
Jowed by God’s worship and their
fathers' graves.

The grounds of the Department of
Agriculture furnish a pleasant and
profitable fleld of exploration for any
one who is interested or who is in-

clined to develop an interest in the
unusual things of the tree world. The
masses of many-colored bloom in the

garden around the old red brick build-
fng have been the delight of thousands
of Washingtonians and tourists
throughout the time of flowers.

The little and ornate summer houses
at the east and west ends of the upper
garden—that garden which is directly
fn front of the old main building—
have been apprecinted by countless
couples and the walls of those bowers,
if they have ears. have heard a myriad
of sweet sentiments and tender words.

The old redwood tree trunk which
has stood in the grounds since mature
men and women of Washington were
boye and girls, has tiken on a mantle
of ivy. Few persons pnss this old
relic without stopping to examine it, or
at Jeast to pay it the tribute of a
glance, and this long dead tree iz one
of the most freguently photographed
objects in the capital

[Homesteading on Old Fort Berthold Ix

HE land where the bhuffalo
roamed grows more and more
remote. Une hundred and ten
thousand acres of valuable gov-

the old Fort Berthold

are now to be

ernment land,
Indian reservation,
thrown open to settlers.

Every year from 1,000 to 2,000 Indians
in the United States declare their wish
to become citizens. They signify this
wish by taking allotments, and by
this means they come into their own as
fuil-fledged American citizens. Under
Unecle Sam's tutelage they grow into
educated, earnest and ambitious people,
eager to own their own farms. With a
farm the Indlan has something tangl-
ble to work for and learns quickly to
assert his own Individuality.

When land which was once
dian reservation is opened by the gov-
ernment for homesteading the Indians
have the first right to allotments

-
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Far out in the west
the state of North Dakoti
large tract of land formerly known as
the Fort Herthold Indan reservation
This 110,000 acres lle three distinet
masses; the first, comprising some §{H0,-
000 acres, falls in the southeastern por-
tion of the entire tract, the second,
40,000 acres, in the northeastern por-
tlon; and the last, 20,000, lies near the
center. The navigahle waters of the
broad Missour! flow west and south of
this land

This Indlan reservation resembles the
rest of North Dakots in climate, which
is cold most of the yeur, the summers
bheing short but intense The winds
sweep holdly and freeiy over the en-
tire tgtritory every month in the year.
There fs little humidity in the atmos-
phere, a general dryness of air pre-
valling.

The =oil is composed of soft clays and
fine sands. The patural vegetation—
gray brush and a long, coarse griass—
is 80 meager that the hills have fallen

an In-
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a prey to rapld erosion, water and
winds working their will with gand
and clay. Much of the land has in this
way become grotesquely and fantastic-
ally carved. The timber growth Is

sparse, except along the streams,

This land, s0o unpromising on super-
ficlal observation, under cultivation
yiekds an astonishing variety of fine
products. Hay, grains, pumpkins,
squash, coru, cabbage, potatoes, gnlons,

apples, berries—in fact, all of the har-
dier vegetables and frults—are grown
succesgfully. Fine stock, if properly

cared for, can be raised there.

Rich coal deposits are found through-
out this region, but the government re-
serves Lhe coal rights. The purpose of
the settlers must be to till, sow and
reap the harvest, but never to mine it

REDWOOD TREE TRUNK AND LOOKOUT IN AGRH?I_TL'i'I_‘IlAL GROUNDS.

The Persimmon Tree.
HENEVER a persimmon tree is
noticed it is done in an amused,
indulgent or patronizing way, if not
in an absolutely ungracious and un-
Erateful way. Walking along any oll
roard or crossing any old field vou will

come upon this rough-barked, faith-
ful tree. Tt is 2 tree that gave its
luscious fruit generously to the In-

dians of these parts and to the pioneer
whites, and offers its fruit as freely to
the people of today, but who in most
inetances treat the offer with a su-
perior smile or a sneer, not because
the fruit iz poor, but because it is so
common and so cheap. The persim-
mon tree deserves better at the hands
of a country it has served so long and
in 50 many ways.

The Rambler confesses that he has
not at all times felt any peculiarly
reverent sentiment in the presence of
thiz genercus and amiable tree. He
has associunted this tree with 'possums,
for 'possums hold it in tendérer es-
teem than any other. They will dare
the dangers of dogs and men and
sticks and boys to perch where per-
simmons grow and fill themselves re-

plete with this, their ambrosial fruit
If & man lived his boyhood in a per-
simmon country he may hold some

fond remembrance of persimmon bread
or persimmon beer, but in spite of all
this, one is inclined to look on a per-
simmon tree with a measure of dis-
dain. But the Hambler has repented
the error of his ways and now takes
off his hat to the persimmon tree and
begs ten thousand pardons.

The Rambler's thoughts have been
directed to this subject by a poem
written by Charles Camphell Jones and
published a few days ago in the Kan-
sas Clty Star. It was a revelation that
a poet could break away from sun-
sets, sighing winds, singing bhrooks,
peaches and pomegranates, cherries,
orange blossoms and the merry juiees
of the grape to twang his lyre to the

persimmon. Here it is:
There's 2 sun-mist on the mesdow,
There's a mze aboyve the hill,
And mervss the autamn lamlseaps
Rests o sbinlog peace and still;
And it all seets =0 sive,

S0 Intangibic and r
That a worti] mizht not ecateh It

Thoogh he spent all effort there.
When the first erisp tingling morolog
arks the Fam Linr groun

With a spangh wenlth of wonder

That has vome wit'ost a sonnd
There's a zest past all describing,

There's an atmospheric 1ooe
That will set a follow wishing =

He could claim it gs bis own.

When the land is appraised for the set-
tlers, its coal wealth is ignored by the
Appraiser, He judges it solely from
an agricultural or grazing standpoint.
The TU'nited States holds the coal in
trust for the Fort Berthold Indians.

Every puatent granted by th iand
office will be issued with a reservation,
unless the homesteader can prove to
the government's entire  satisfaclion
thit there is no coal on his land. Lands
on which it has been determined that
coal deposits exist are subjeet to the
coul lawml Jaws, Under these luws any
miner who wishes to lease or work a
conl property can do o if he files
hond with the Seeretary of Interior.
This bond declares his intention and is
taken as security, =0 that all crops
which are in any way injured and all
improvements which are ever soslight-
v damaged by the mine will be com-
pensated for in full

L
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has been di-
vided into the usual 160-acre home-
stead lots, far as possible, though
there are tracts that are smaller. Three

Thiz entire territory

HE

weneral classifications have bheen made
—agricultural lunds of the first class,
agricultural lands of the second class
and grazing lands.

After the allotment of the laml the
surplus tracts will be sold. From $2.50
to $5 will be paid for an acre, though
the avernge price will range from 33 to

L

Hestdes this expense there are various
and sundry feex to be paid, o Aling Tee
and commissions which will amount to
one-fifth of the apprajsed homestead. A
portion of the purchase money must be
paid when the entry is made.  In case
it i= impossible or not desirable to pay

it all, the remainder cad be pald in
five installments., If ever an entryman
fails in making a payment his entry
will be annulled and whatever money
he has pald forfeited.

Hegistration began in North Dakota
at Bismarck, the capital: Minot and

Plaza the 18th of October, and will con-
tinue until the 1st of Nevember, The
registration is conducted as follows:

To make formal application for a
homestead it I8 necessary to fill out an
application blank provided by the su-
perintendent of opening and sale of the
Berthold Indian  reservation. This
blank calls for the usual things, one's
name, address, age, height, weight, etc,

Any man who served ninety days in
the Navy, Army or Marine Corps of the
country during any of the recent wars
and was then granted an honorable
discharge is entitled to an application
for registration. This applies also to
hisg widpw or orphans, provided that his
children are minors

No person is permitted to make more
thun one application, either under his
own or a false name. If he is found
gullty of such a misdemeanor he for-
feits every right to an application.

If conditions are such that an appli-
cant cannot give his application in per-
son te the superintendent of the open-

Yet there is 8 Wway (o capiure
All autumn's-clear delight,
All the gowd that makes us wistful,
All the glory golden bright:
Autumn's best is conrentrated
For our pleasure when we see
That It waits us in the frultage
Jf a frost-rimed ‘simmon tree!

s %
The Rambler clipped this verse and
learned it by heart, so that he might
repeat it the first time he should, with
a large party, come upon a persimmaon
tree. This is really ap excellent way
of working up a reputation for culture
and learning. It Insures guick results.

After learning a poem’ about a per-
simmon tree, or any other tree, find
one and then lead vour party unsus-
pectingly Lo it. Rehearse the poem on
the way, but do it cautiously. When
¥ou come to the tree Iook at it with a
surprised expression, as though yau
did not expect Lo seé it, and let this
expression melt into a solemn and
stately countenance.

But we have rambled away from the
persimmon. Soon after reading DMr.
Jones' poem the HRambler found that
the editorial writer, or an editorial
writer, on the Louisville Courfer-Jour-
nal had become inspired by persim-
mons apd had puckered up his pen to
write this:

The persimmon js & well known and  wid
distributed  froft. It has attained  snffic t
promionence to get  into conservative  encyelo-

1i stween Jeape Glllert Vietor Flalin le

Persieny. a Freneh stotesman, and Persing

Flacens, » man =atirist, amd but for the
author's admirntion for Pergius Flaceus the per-
simmon wouald be situated next to personal 1=
erty itself,

Hortlealturists pay litile attentlon to the per-
immon, but now wnd then an epleare will ghe
Lo r for a little box of them at a metro-
politan fruit stwnd apd munch them and dream
of the devs when bhe was o boy and when per-
simmons amnd  possume were 8= regolarly upon

T
the calepdar as Iune apples and Log killiog acd
the Christmas holiday.

It is recorded in old chronicles that
in the autumn of 1539, when De Soto
and his party were in Florida, the In-
dians there pointed out the peraimmon
and the explorers with Its atd eked
out their ratlons. In a narrative of
this expedition, published at Evora in
1557, the persimmon was referred to as
a sort of plum, and early in the sev-
enteenth century Jan de Laet, In an
account of a trip to Virginia, men-
tioned this fruit which was strange to
Furopeans. About the same time one
William Strachey, writing of the set-

tiers in the new colony of Virginia,
said:
They have a plomh which ther call pegrem

mins [ike to a mesdler in Bnglasd, but of a deep-
er tawnde cullour; they grow on s omost bigh tree,

BRITISH YEW TREE IN THE GROUNDS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRI-
CULTURE. i

When they are not fully ripe they are harsh
choakle and furre In o man's mouth ke alls
howbeit, being taken fully ripe. ¥t Is a reasou-
able. plensant fruict gomewhat lushious. I have
seen’ our people put them Into thelr baked aod
sodden poddings: there bis these whose toast al.
Inwes them to be .as pretlous as the English
apricock; “1 confesse It is o good kinde of horse
“plomh, i

The persimmon tree which we know
in the Districl of Columbia, Maryland
and Virginla grows as northerly as
Connecticut. - Sargent, in his “Sylva
of North America,” says that the most
northerly place where it finds a natu-
ral growth Is Lighthouse Point, New
Haven, Conn. It is found in Long Is-
land, and east of the Allegheny mdun-
tains It grows from southern New York
to Florida, and west of the Alleghenies
it is found in southern Ohio, goutheast-
ern Towa, southern Missouri, Arkansas,
eastern Kansas, Indian Territory and

and
1,

the valley of the Colorado river in
Texas.
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The persimmon will spring up on

abandoned lands—lands that have been
worn out, or nearly so_ for purposes of

agriculture—and in this way it has
come to be considered as a sign of
poor land. On this land it dages not
grow very tall, but in the woods anid
on rich land it becomes a tall and
magnificent tree. Sargent =ayvs that

it is a *“tree with thick, fleshy, black,
stoloniferous roots, usually thirty to
fifty feet in height, with a short trunk
rarely more than tgelve inches in di-
ameter, or when growing in the pri-
meval forest under the most favorable
conditions sometimes 100 to 115 feet
high, with a long, slender trunk free
from hranches for seventy to eighty
feet and rarely exceeding two feet in
diameter.” The bark of the persim-
mon is from three-quarters to an ineh
thick, dark brown tinged with red or
dark gray, and is deeply divided Into
thick square plates, their surface be-
ing broken into thin persistent scales,

It is o tree of long life and at the
age of about a century it develops
2. heartwood that is dark brown or

nearly black. Persimmon wood is used
in turnery and for making shoe lasts,
plane stocks, tool handles, shuttles and
many other things.

The fruit iz high in tannin, which is
the cause of Its astringent qualities.
The bark and unripe fruit in olden
times were made into i gargle for vari-
ous allments of the throat, and medi-
cine for fevers and hemorrhage was
made from the green fruit. Indel ble
ink is made from the fruit, and the

seeds, dried, roasted and ground, have
been used as a substitute for coffee.

The

Indian

2 had a way of making

htead of the dried fruit, and this per-

simmon

brea

i1 has been handed down

until now probably it may be found in
the kitchens of some of the very old-

fashioned folk near Washington.

Per-
In

gimmon bheer has long been made
the homes of the south. DPersimmons
fermented with bheps, cornmeal or

wheat bran make a more or less pala-

table

drink.

Brandy has also been

made, and perhaps is still made, from
the persimmon.

In

States and
hearing

black
It

the far
in
small

@
skin,

is called the chapote.

southwest of the United

Mexico there is a tree
fruit with a tough
contlaining a sweet pulp.
It is really

a persimmon and is ealled in the books
“black persimmon.”
*

A

*x ¥

Confusion of Kames.

CURIOUS misunderstanding, with
a strong element of local interest,

was brought the other day to the at-

tention

of the

Hambler in connection

with his recent sketch of early Catholic
chapels and Catholies in the District of

Columhbia, and in

which the history of

St. Patrick's Church was outlined. That
misunderstanding concerned the Father

Miuathew Total
the misunderstandings

way;

Abstinence Soclety, and
arose in this

The Rev. William Matthews was pas-

tor of St

Patrick's Church for half a

century and up to the time of his death,

April 30, 1854,
rate he hecame one of the hest
citizens of Washington and his
ence for good was w!dely recognized.,

During his long pasto-
known
influ-

“Hig death,” wrote the Rev. Dennig Jo-

seph Stafford, the

gixth pastor of St

Patrick’'s, “was mourned by the entire

city,

priest, but
manifested

for he
it

was not only a zealous
most useful eitizen, and
a deep irMterest in every-

thing that promised to advance the in-

terests of the city and the country.”
The Rev. Timothy J, (F’Toole, assist-

ant pastor of St. Patrick’s at the time

of Father Matthews' death, was ap-
pointed  as  his  successor. Father
(Tocle was a zeulous and prominent
advocate of total abstinence. He was

vigorous in his anti-drink propaganda.

He
great

had

tak
tempe

the
Rev.

from
the

pledge
apostle,

en the
rance

Theobald Mathew. and he founded the

Father Mathew Tolal

ciety.
The

curicus

Abstinence So-

misunderstanding which

ONE OF THE FAMILIAR SUMMER HOUSES IN GROUNDS OF THE DEPART-

- MENT OF

came to the attention of the Rambler
was that the Father Mathew Total
Abstinence Society was named in honor
of Father Matthews of St. Patrick's
Church, under whom the founder of
the society had served .as assistant
pastor. It is quite likely that because
of this assoclation ‘of.-pames many
Washingtonians have  confounded the
Rev. Theobald Mathew and the REey.
William Matthews.

The Rev. Theobald Mathew, almost
universally called Father Mathew, and
the Irish apostle -of temperance, was
born in 1790, studied at Mayvnooth and
wag ordained a priest of the Roman
Catholic Church in 1814. Soon after his
ordination he was appeointed to a mis-
sionary charge at Cork and establish-
ed a society on the model of those of
St. Vincent de Paul, for visiting the
sick and distressed. “A more extended
undertaking,” savs his - biographer,
“wasz the celebrated temperance cru-
sade which wasa so0 successful that In &
few months he had 150,000 converts in
the county of Cork alone. A similar
success attended his work in other
parts of Ireland and England, and in
recognition of the importance of ais
work the British government bhestowed
a civil pension on him of three hun-
dred pounds sterling. Father Mathew
dled In 1856."

*
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Family Portraits.
N the high-ceiled parlors and dining
rooms of houses in the Potomac
valley dating from colonial, revolution-
ary and early republican times one is
impressed by the number of ocil por-
traits. This situation Is not singular to
the Potomac wvalley, but may be ob-
served throughout the middle states
and the soutlk, and the Rambler has
been informed that the oil portrait is a
usual family heirloom and adornment

of old homes in New England.

The painting of portraits was an im-
portant industry in those days preced-
ing the camera and the sensitized plate.
It was the chief and by far the most
popular means of making the “coun-
terfeit presentment” of a person.
W hereas now the oil portrait is ordered
as a rule only by persons of ample
means, the portrait painter before the
days of photography was often given
employment by persons of compara-
tively meager means. The oll portrait
bore about the same relation to the
early part of the nineteenth century

NE Hundred and Ten Thousand Acres to Be Thrown Open to Settlers—First Drawing
" to Be Made November 4—The Class of Land to Be Divided Into Farms of One Hun-
dred and Sixty Acres—Climate of the Section—-Indians Have Choice—How Drawings Are
Conducted—How the Applications Are Made—Opening of Territory Will Mean Much to the
State of North Dakota—Larger Population, Better Roads, Etc., to Follow.

A VIEW OF THE FORT BERTHOLD

INDIAN
HOMESTEADERS.

RESERVATION OF NORTH DAKOTA, WHICH IS TO BE OPENED TO

ing it is possible fﬂl-' him to make ap- number of persons, but for one only. self wished to register. The applicant,
plication through an agent. Of course, The agent is compelled to swear to and or agent, addresses the envelope, which
one man cannot act ns agent for any sign such a document just as If he him- is provided by the superintendent, and

an authorized “registration appli-
cation™ printed across the left end, to
the superintendent at Minot, N. I
Upon receiving such an envelope the
superintendent daposits it in a can,
which Is of metal and was made for
the purpose. This can is constantly
guarded. 1If, by any chance, the appli-
cant has been so foolish as to write
his name on the envelope, his applica-
tion is immediately returned to him.

has

%
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The first drawing will be held at
Minot on the 4th day of November.
The can is publicly opened by the mas-
ter of ceremonies, an Indian, and a
certain number of envelopes, each of
whieh containsg an application, will be

drawn from the entire lot. Any one is
capable of drawing’ an envelope, and
the superintendent appoints some one,
maybe an old man or a child. As each
envelope is drawn from the pack it is
numbered. This will be done without
any partiality. It is a plain case of
no favors shown. :

The order in which entries can be
made, heginning May 1, will depend
on these numbers. Those holding the
small numbers, of course, have a much
wider choice of land. So, to any one
who has made a thorough study of that
section of the eountry and has famil-
inrized himself with every aspect of it,
it would not be difficult, providing he
holds one of the lucky numbers, for
him to get his pick of one of the finest
tracts of land.

This method of procedure appeals to
a great number of people as a huge lot-
tery, but it has proved the best and
most satisfactory, way Uncle SBam has
yvet devised. If one is a good sport and
quite willing to take his chance Uncle
Sam I glad to see him. " If, however,
he 18 related to old Mother Grundy and
has developed into a chronic grumbler,
the prize 160 would be peppered with
imaginary flaws.

May 1 opens the first day of entry and
disposes of the first fifty numbers. On
the following day the next fifty, but
on the third day they are disposed of
to the tune of 100 o day until the first
thousand are gone. After that they
will go at the rate of 150 a day. No

AGRICULTURE.

that the crayon portrait did to the
closing vears of that century.

Burton E. Stevenson, in his book on
“American Men of Mind,” and in that
chapter devoted to American painters,
says:

“One of the most surprising things in
the history of American art is the fa-
cility with which men of all trades
turned to portrait painting apparemtly
a8 a last resort, and managed to make
a living at {t. During the first half of
the last century the country seems to
have been overrun with wandering
portrait painters, whose only equip-
ment for the art was some paint and a
bundle of brushes. They had for the
most part no training, and that any one
in a time when money was scarce and
hardly earned should have paid it out
for the wretched daubs these men pro-
duced is a great mystery.”

It is regrettable for historical interest
th:}t few of the names of these pioneer
painters in America have been pre-
served, though many of their eanvases
have survived the tribulations of the

vears. The American may read at
length the careers of John Singleton
Copley, Benjamin West, Charles Will-

son Peale, Gilbert Stuart, John Turn-
bull and Thomas Sully, and it is inter-
esting to note in Charles E. Fairman's
‘Works of Art in the United States
Capitol Building” that these early
American painters of true merit and
enduring fame are represented in
Washington. Copley’s portrait of Henry
Laurens hangs in the room of the Sen-
ate committee on post offices and post
reads;  Benjamin  West's portrait  of
himself is in the room of the Senate
ccommittes on the Library; Charles Will-
son Peale Is represented by a pertrait
of Washington at the head of the Sen-
ate staircase on the east side and by a
portrait of Gunning Bedford at the head
of the House staircase on the east side;
Gilbert Stuart is represented by two
portraits of Washington, one in the
Senate main corridor and the other in
the room of the Senate commitiee on
post offices and post roads; Turnbuli is
represented by four of the big histori-
cal paintings in the rotunda—"Signing
of the Declaration of Independence,”
“Surrender of Burgoyne,” “Surrender of
Cornwallis” and “Washington Resign-
ing His Commission"—and Thomas
Sully is represented by a portrait of
Thomas Jefferson in the main corridor
of the Senate.

-
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Among the early American portrait

painters of minor fame or minor

achievement may be found the names

of Rembrandt Peale, Chester Hardinz,

dispositions are made Sundays or legal

holidayvs.

After a person's name is called he
must select his land, and then he is
given ten days to compiete his entry.
This he does at the land office, and this

is where he also parts with his money
commissions,

—fees, purchase money,
etc.

If these payments are not made
within the time specified. t davs after
gelection of land, the appl ion is ir-
revocably rejected. PMost oflice money
orders, checks on national or state

banks and cash are all accepted at the
land office. No other form of payment

need apply.

At 9 o'clock on the first day of next
June all of the 110,000 acres will be
apen to settlers who re et the pro-

visions of homestead laws, whether or
not they have made entries on or after
May 1.

*
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A complete description of each piece
of land, designating its exact acreage,
price and classifieation, will be issued
later. This will aim to give in detail
whatever information the homesteader

Current From Trees.

’Il"ll.—\T electric currents may be pro-
duced by trees, in conjunction with
the soil and with water, is asserted by
the French engineer Crommelin,

It appears that M. Crommelin sunk a
copuer rod in a tree and connected the
rod with one pole of a galvanometer
whose other pole was joined to an iron
bar buried in the ground. The gal-
vanometer showed a deviation of four
degrees for one tree and a proportion-
ally greater one for more.

In a second experiment a rod was
sunk In a tree denuded of-its baark at
this point, while another rod was
sunk in the bark. Thesé experiments
weaere made on ash trees, the deviations
being much greater with poplars,

An iren rod, buried in the ground,
was connected with one pole of the gal-
vanometer®, and the other pole was con-
nected to o wire insulated from the
ground and having its end dipped into
the water of a river. A deviation of
forty degrees was observed at 11 am,
and only twenty-five degrees in the aft-
These currents thus varied in

ernoor.
intensity according to the hour of the
day.

In a sulphate-of-copper solution he

plunged two plates of copper connect-
ed with two iron rods buried in the
ground, one meter apart. At the end of
408 houvrs a deposit of copper of
twenty-five milligrams was collected,
proving that an electric current had
passaed.

1t is probable that these eleetric cur-
rents are due (o unequal chemical
actlon on the rods buried in the trees
and in the ground.

Francis Alexander, Washington All-
ston, John Neagle, Henry Inman and
John Wesley Jarvis. Landscape palint-
ing did not attract the early American
artists. They went in for portralture
tecause t promised quick profits, and
that promise in the case of many of
the palnters was fulfilled. Asher Brown
Durand. Thomas Cala, Frederick Ed-
win Church, Albert Bierstadt, Thomas
Moran, John Frederick Kensastt. George
Innes, Alexander Wyan! and Homer 1)
Martin are the names of the pioneer
American landscapists.

Of the minor portraitists Rembrandt
Peale, Chester Harding amnd John Neagle
are represented by works at the Cap-
itol. Harding has a portrait of Charles
Carroll of Carrollton in the House gal-
lery, a portrait of John Randolph in
the Corcoran Art Gallery. and a por-
trait of Henry Clay in the courthouse,
or old city hall, John Neagle has a
portrait of Daniel Webster in the main

corridor of the Senate and one of
Henry Clay at the head of the east
stalrcase in the House wing of the
Capitol.

The 1life story of Chester Hanling
seems to be typleal of many of the
early portrait painters. His biogra-
pher says that, beginning life as a

backwoodsmin, he was successively a
peddler, tavern-keeper and house
painter. Failing at each of these, and,
escaping from the backwoods of New
York to keep from heing jailed for
debt, he went to Pittsburgh. There he
saw a house paliffer painting a por-
trait. Harding painted a portrait of
his wife, and, practicing on a few
other subjects, set out for Kentucky
and set himself up as a portralt paint-
er—one of many engaged in the same
business. He charged $25 per portrait,
and it is written that he obtained a
hundredl subjects in Kentucky. He
then went to Cincinpati and 8t. Louis,
painting portraits, and he painted one
of Daniel Boone, who was then ninety
yearg old and living alone in a leg
cabin in Missouri. Harding was so
prosperous that he raised his price to
$40 a portrait. He went to England
and met with success, and in 1826 came
back to the United States, and between
that date and the time of his death at
Boston, in 1866, he painted the portraits
of hundreds of Americans, apparently
specializing on political celebrities.

Francis Alexamler, uninstructed or
self-instructed, bhegan painting por-
traits at $5 aplece. John Neagle, after
serving an apprenticeship to a coach
painter, began traveling through Vir-
ginia and Kentucky, painting portraits.

Between the revolutionary and the
Mexican wars a large number of trav-
eling portrait painters seem to have
been busy in the thinly settled as well
as the more closely settled sections of
the United States, and though the
names of most of them have passed
away, they live In hundreds and hun-
dreds of the family and ancestral por-
traits which one encounters in the old
homes and in the old families of the
valleys of the Potomac, Patuxent, Rap-
pahannock, James, Monocacy aml the
Ohlo and Mississippi rivers.

=
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Chatterton Landing Located.
]IN writing a good while ago of the
burning of the Potomac river
steamboat Wawassett, which was one
of the great tragedies of this part of
the country, the Rambler told of his
difficulty in loecating Chatterton land-
ing, near which the disaster occurred.
Spon after the publication of the
Lramble” in which this difficulty was
mentioned the Rambler received the

following:

“I notice yoy are in doubt as to the
exact location of Chatterton landing,
the scene of the Wawassett disaster.
It lies between what are now known as
Stiff's (Stith's) wharf and Somerset
Beach, a short distance west of Eagle's
Nest landing, now only a memory.

“Chatterton house is just back from
the river a little way. It was the home
of Col. John Tayloe, and his son, For-
rest, now lives on part of the estii:e.

“Fagle's Nest, on the hill overlooking
the river, is about a mile from the
landing, and it was from windows of
the north dining room that the Wa-
wnassett was noticed running for Chat-
terton in a smother of smoke and
flame. &She was discovered to be on
fire shortly after leaving Smiths point,
now Clifton Beach, and might readily
have been run on the Maryland flats,
but for a never-explained reason Captl.
Wood tried to make Chatterton land-
ing, with the result known,

“1 might remind you that in the old
gravevard at Eagle's Nest can be found
the tomb of that Mr. Fitzhugh who
married the daughter of Col. Richard
L.ee. Eagle's Nest is now and has been
for the past hundred years the home
of the Grymes family, many of whom
live nearby on parts of the old estate.™

\dian Reservation of North DaKota

is most likely to wish in regard to his
particular tract of land.

United States Treasury money, ten
thousand dollars of it. has been appro-
priated for the purpose of financing
this project. Ten thousand dollars will
ultimately return in the form of pro-

ceeds derived from the sale of the
lands.
Residents of North Dakota are ex-

ultant over the opening of the landa.
They firmly believe that the develop-
ment and enriching of the old reserva-
tion, which will come of necessity, must
benefit the entire state. Isolated dis-
tricts will bulld up; resources, hith-
erto neglected, will be sought out and
made to produce their gquota of the
world's goads; the population will rap-
idly increase, and. as a matter of
course, good roads will follow, trans-
portation facilities will improve, hetter
communication will be established,
telephones, telegraph stations, electrie
lights, post offices will each have its
place in the traln of the good things
1o follow the settlers, and from year to
vear the demands on them all will be
greater. Progress and prosperity will
attend the North Dakota Indian and
all other settlers on the Fort Berthold
Indian reservation.

Misunderstood.

V. O'CONNOR, the president of the
e International Longshoreman’s
Union, said to # New York reporter:

“The people who tried to bribe the
longshoremen into a general strike
misunderstood our patriotism as com=-
pletely as old Uncle Peleg misunder-
stood the automobile.

“Uncle Peleg had never seen or heard
of an automobile. He lived in the wilds.
But one day he came to town and an
automobile at full speed passed him
and skidded around the corner on onse
wheel.

“*By gosh! sald Uncle Peleg, ‘the
hosses must surely been travelin' some
when they broke loose from that thers
carriage.™

Husband’s Sacrifice.

IE: LIHU ROOT was discussing in New

York the recent constitutional
convention.

“But there was one group,” he said—
“happily it saw reason later on—but
one group there was which had about
a8 true an idea of self-sacrifice as
Smith.

“Smith's wife said to him one even-
ing, anxiously:

“*l know, John, dear, this high cost
of living is terrible, but do you really
think we can get along without a
servant?

“‘We'll have to,” Smith answered,
firmly, ‘unless 1 get a raise. Why,
hang it, if the worst comes to the
worst you can do the cooking for
yourself and 1 can get my meals at &
restaurant,’*




